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This listing of claims will xeplace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the applicz tion. 
IJsting of Claims; 



L (Currently Amended) A method for removing excess material from a contact lens 
having a functional size, comprising: 

swelling said contact lens through contact with a first liquid to provide a swollen 

contact lens that is 5% or larger than said functional size« wherein the first liquid comprisss at 

least one of: a saline solution^ an organic solvent, deionized water and buffered aqueous 

solutions; 

extracting the excess material comprising at least one of: iiTihoimd monomer. unlx>und 
polymer, and colorant; a nd 

shrinking said swollen contact lens to within 5% of the functional size of the coiitiict 
lensjhrougfa contact with a second liquid, wherein the fest second l iquid comprises at h ast 
one of: a saline solution, an organic solvent , deionized wat^ and buffered aqueous soluviuns. 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said first liquid and said second 
liquid have different ionic screrigtbs. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said first liquid has a ^rsater 
ionic strength than said second liquid. 

4. (Currently Amended) The metiiod according to claim 3, wherein one of s aiJ first 
liquid? and said second liqui d, or both comprise a buffered aqueous salt.sohition. 

5. (Currently Amended) The mediod according to claim 4, wherein said first liquid; or 
said second liquid, or both comprise sodium chloride^ boric acid, sodium borate, dihyclrogen 
sodium phosphate, sodium citrate, sodium acetate, sodium bicarbonate or any combiaation 
thereof. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein said buffered aqueous salt 
solution comprises about 0.01 percent to about 10 percent by weight salt. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said second liquid coir.prises 
distilled water or deionized water. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein the ionic strengths of the first 
liquid and the second liquid differ by about 3 to about 30 milli-Siemens/cm. 
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9. (Original) Hie method siccordins to claim 1, wheiein said swelling step intrc duces 
greater than 5 percent moxe water into said contact lens. 

10- (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said swelling step increase* the 
diameter of said contact lens by at least about 1 mm. 

11. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said contact lens compiisses a 
soft contact lens comprising from 0 to about 90 percent water. 

12. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said swellings said shrinki ag, or 
both are performed for about 2 minutes to about 400 mimites. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 1^ wherein said swellings said shrinki ng^ or 
both are performed at a temperature between about S and about 

14. (Original) The mcfliod according to claim 1, wherein said cot)tact lens farther 
comprises a diluent and said method further comprises removing said diluent 6oni said 
contact lens. 

15. (Original) The method according to* claim 14, wherein said diluent is removec ;3rior 
to said swelling. 

16. (Original) The raethod according to claim 14> wherein said contact lens swells < hiring 
said diluent removal. 

17. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said contact lens is tmted. 

IS. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said contact lens 
comprises etafilcon a HElVL\ - bascd hydrogol . 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (New) A method for removing excess material from a contact lens ha\iiip a 
fimctioiial sizei compristng: 

swelling said contact lens through contact with a first liquid to provide a swollet 
contact lens that is at least 1 Tnilh^eter larger than an origmal d iameter size, wherein thn first 
liquid comprises at least one of: a saline solution, uti orBaTiic solvent, deionized water ar id 
buffered aoueous solutions: 

extracting the excess material comprising at least one of: unbound monomer, unlwund 
polvrocr. and colorant: and 

shrinking said swollen contact lens to within 5% of the original diameter size of the contact 
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lens througfa contact with a second liquid, wherem the second liquid comDiises at lea;rt one 
of: a saline solution, an organic solvent deionized water and buffered aqueous solutions . 
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